


 

Keeping InterActive Notebooks in History: 

THE LEFT SIDE: OUTPUT 
 

 

The left sides (output) of your notebook will be used to demonstrate your understanding of the information 

from the right side (input) of the page. You work with and interact with the information you have been 

exposed to in creative, unique and individual ways. The left side incorporates and reflects how you learn 

history as well as what you learn in history. 

 

 

What goes on the Left Side? Outputs goes on the left side! Left side items include, but are not limited to: 

 Warm-Up Questions (SYBs) and Answers 

 Textbook Critical Thinking Questions  

 Worksheets that Summarize Concepts 

 Analysis or Quickwrites 

 Reflection Writing 

 Flowcharts 

 Your interpretations of information 

 Worksheets with practice or review 

 Many output options are provided on the next two pages 

 

Things to Know About the Left Side: 

 Every left side page gets used 

 Use color…It helps the brain learn and organize information. 
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Keeping InterActive Notebooks in History: 

THE RIGHT SIDE: INPUT 
 

Interactive notebooks will be used in this class daily to help you learn and remember important concepts. 

Why do they work? This notebook style uses both the right and left hemispheres of the brain to help you sort, 

categorize, remember and creatively interact with the new knowledge you are gaining. The more you work 

and process information the more you begin to understand it. This leads to longer retention. 

 

What goes on the Right Side? Input goes on the right side! 

The right sides (input) of your notebook is where we will put all the information that you are supposed to 

learn. Some examples of input are: thrilling notes: lecture, guest speaker, text or other source; vocabulary 

words; video and film notes; teacher questions; readings: questions and answers; and sample problems. 

 

THE KEYS TO FANTASTIC RIGHT SIDES 

 Always start the page with the title at the top of the page. 

 Right sides have odd numbered pages. 

 The right page is for writing down information you are given in class. I will always tell what pages we 

are working on in class. 

 Use Cornell style notes for lecture, discussion, text, etc. Write up your study questions! 

 Write legibly. Use highlighting and color to make important information stand out.  

 Write summaries at the bottom of each page of notes to reduce the amount you have to study 
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Keeping InterActive Notebooks in History: 

THE REFLECTION 

 
Toward the end of each unit, you will be called upon to reflect upon your work. This writing sample begins on 

the left side on the notebook and continues on the right. While there is no required length, high quality 

reflection uses 1-2 pages of the notebook. 

1. Reflect on your learning in this unit. What went well and what did you struggle with? What specific 

lessons or assignments helped you to be successful?  What study skills and organizational strategies 

have you employed to be successful in this class? 

2. What was the take home message of this unit, for you in your life? How is what we have learned about 

relevant today? What stood out most to you about our unit of study? Did you enjoy this unit? 

3. Indicate the specific number of stamps you have in this unit and your overall rating of your notebook 

based on the 0-6 rubric (be sure to complete a self-evaluation on the rubric to turn in with your 

notebook). Explain why you have earned this rating. Has your notebook improved from past 

notebooks? 

4. What are your goals for improvement in the next unit? List specific areas in which you feel you need to 

improve or need help improving. How can I help you? 

5. What specific changes would you like to see in this class? Explain. 

 

*Be sure to have your parents review your notebook and sign your reflection before you turn in your 

notebook. 

 

 

High Quality Reflections: A high quality reflection includes consideration of your work, not only in terms of 

what you have learned but how you have learned it. What are you most proud of, what aspects of your work 

were high quality, what would you differently in the future, and why. How did this unit/information impact 

your view of the world? What information did you learn that surprised or was new to you, etc. High quality 

reflections also examine your skills as a student. Skills you might discuss are organization, analysis, logic, 

creativity, thoroughness, accuracy of information, ability to put new information together, understanding new 

concepts, etc.  
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Keeping InterActive Notebooks in History: 

THE PARENT REVIEW 

 
Dear Parent/Significant Adult: 

 

This interactive notebook represents your student’s learning to date and should contain the work your student 

has completed in world history. Please take some time to look at their notebook with them, read their 

reflection and respond to any of the following questions on the same page that your student has written their 

reflection for the unit. 

 

 The work we found most interesting was __________________ … because … 

 

 

 What does the notebook reveal about your student’s learning habits or talents? 

 

 

 My student’s biggest concern about this class is… 

 

 

 

Please include Parent/Significant Adult Signature on your reflection page in your notebook. 
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OUTPUT (left side) OPTIONS  
(FOR HOMEWORK AND CLASSWORK) 

After you have learned about a historical topic, either from a class lecture/activity or from 

homework, you will be asked to process what you have learned on the left side of your notebook. 

The purpose of this is for you think about the information you have just gathered and do 

something with it. You have creative liberty with this output; the list below is simply a guide to 

help you. You can do other things to show how you are processing the information. 

 

OPTION 1: Headings (from textbook readings only) 

Record all of the sections titles. Headings and subheadings and then rename them based on what 

the section is about (it should demonstrate that you read the section and understand the 

importance) or create a question out of the heading that can be answered based on the text. If you 

create a question, be sure to answer it. 

EXAMPLES: Actual title – new title/ question 

Women, the constitution, and public policy 

 -Banding against a patriarchy 

Women in the work place 

 - At what expense, do most say, equality will come? The loss of protectionism 

 

OPTION 2: Graphs, tables, and charts 

 Create your own graph, table, or chart based on information in the text or based on 

analysis of a graph, table, or chart in the text. 

 

EXAMPLES: 

 Workforce: 114 million  # of females in the civilian labor force 

                70 

     Men   Women    (millions)  60  

      54%     46%            50  

                      40 

             
        „69  „75   „79 

              (year)  

OPTION 3: Connections     

Create an analogy, metaphor, or simile regarding the text or make personal connections to the 

text. 

EXAMPLES:  

Metaphor: The home is a prison in which women (the prisoners) must stay while the men 

(guards and gatekeepers) keep them in their place. 

Personal connections: “ This section of the book was very important to me, especially being a 

young female. I feel as if America has made a huge effort compared to other countries in regard 

to women‟s rights. I feel very lucky that I will have the opportunity to have my own career and 

not have to depend on a man. Equality is huge and I commend the women who were brave 

enough to stand for our rights. This is just one step towards making America shine and be an 

awesome country.” 
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OPTION 4: Picture analysis/Illustrations 

Create your own political cartoon based on the text or take a picture from the text and create 

dialogue for the people in the picture and come up with a question you have regarding the picture 

or context. Or Create illustrations, symbols or drawings that represent what you have read or 

learn about. 

 

OPTION 5: Questions 

Develop three (3) “What if” questions from the reading, pictures, or data. Be sure to give context 

to the question, as shown below. 

EXAMPLE:  

As mentioned in the text, California was the first state to have 2 female senators.-Context 

What if these women did not step up and challenge the status quo? Would there be fewer women 

involved in politics today? Would Hilary Clinton have been able to run for president? (This 

constitutes ONE „what if‟ question, although it has follow up questions to help clarify the 

thinking that went on to develop the question.) 

 

OPTION 6: Poetry 

Write a poem about a key idea, term or character. Descriptive (what, which, when), acrostic (use 

the letters of a word), cinquain (name, adj., 3 verbs, simile, synonym for name), haiku (5-7-5 

syllables), Found Poem (straight from the text)  

EXAMPLE: 

Descriptive poem: World War 1 

Trench War was a major way of fighting 

Which was horrifying with human carnage 

When tens of thousands of men slogged, hid, fought and died 

 

Cinquain Poem: History 

History 

Ancient, Contemporary 

Discovering, Debating, Evaluating 

History is like an energizer battery it keeps going and going and going  

Life 

 

OPTION 7: Examples or connection to history or current events 

Provide two (2) new examples for something described in the text or make a connection to 

another time in history, current event or an experience you have had. Be sure to explain the 

connections in detail and tie I back to the text. 

 

OPTION 8: Role- Play 

Create dialogue between people that are “role- playing” a key situation or dilemma described in 

the text. They can be actual people in history or just everyday people discussing the issue. 

 

OPTION 9: Evaluate 

Evaluate a section in the reading. Analyze and explain your thoughts on it. Do not say that you 

liked or didn‟t like it, but rather evaluate the information, what was your reaction to it and why? 

Make a judgment! 
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